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CA§'f
Algernon Moncrieff ........................................................ Jake Lewis
Lane ........................... :............................................. Christian Watts
Jack Worthing ................................... ..... ...... ...... Trevor McWilliams
Lady Bracknell ............................... ....... .... ........... Samantha Drake
Gwendolen Fairfax ................................................ Stanton Yarboro
Cecily Cardew ............................................................ Leah Bussey
Miss Prism .............................................................. Eleanor Boozer
Dr. Chasuble ............................................................ Logan Chance
Merriman .............................................................. Mason Langdale
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England.
Act 1
Algernon's London Flat
Act 2
The Garden at
Jack's Country House
Act 3
The sitting room at
Jack's Country House

TIME
Late 19th Century
Tlhen·e wnllll
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"!) hope you have not been leading a double IJe, p'letendinq to be
wicked and beinq qood all the time . 'Jhat would be hypoc'lisy. "
- Cecily Ca'ldew, 'Jhe Jmpo'Ltance of l.3einq Ca'Lnest

A['[Il§il:k and! P ['odluctfion Staff
Director .... .. ..... .... ............ .. ... ........ ... .. .. ..... ... ..... ...... Carolyn Conover
Stage Manager ...... .... .. .. ..... .... ... ... ..... .. .. .... .. ...... ..... ......... Ellen Peck
Assistant Stage Manager ........ ..... ... ....... ... ... .. .... Grayson Singleton
Scenic Designer ... .......... .... .... .. ......... ........... ... ...... .... ...... Jenn Luck
Asst. Scenic Designer/Props Head .......... .. ......... .... Adaleigh Zaner
Lighting Designer ... ..... .... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... ....... ... .. ...... .. ..... .... Jenn Luck
Costume Designer ... ............... .... ....... ........ ... ..... ...... . Jessica Collier
Costume Designer .. .... ........ ............ .... ... ................. ... Briar Edwards
Hair/Make-up .............. ..... .... .............. .. .. ........ ....... Freddy Clements
Sound Designer ................ ..... .... ......... ... ... ..... ... ........... Jesse Curvin
Technical Director ... .... ........ ... ..... .... ... ............ ........... ..John A. Davis
Graphic Designer ..... .... .... ....... ...... ... ..... ..... ... .... ..... .. .. .. Sarah Carter
Producer ..... .... .... .... ... ........ ..................... .......... .. ..... .. Randy Blades
Props Crew ........... ...... ... .. ... Elizabeth Freeman, Trevor McWilliams
Run crew head ... ..... ... ... ......... ......... ... ................... Bridgett Rayburn
Run Crew ... .... ...... ............ ..... ... .... .... ..... ......... .... Breanna Epperson,
Elizabeth Freeman , Erin Rose Pempel
Fly .. ..... ... ............ ... .. .... ........ ... .... ..... .. ...... ... ......... ....Braxton Sanford
Wardrobe Crew ... .... ...... ...... ..... .... ..... . Jaden Vaughn (Crew Head) ,
Semaje Newton
Light Board Operator .............. ................. ... .. .... ... ........... Alex Smith
Sound Board Operator ... .. .. .... .. .... ..... .... ..... .......... .. Emily Copeland
Carpenters/Scenic shop crew .. ... ... .. ... . Lili Andrews,Aaliyah Boone,
Carley Carey, Jada Cook , Khalil Cooper,
Bridgett Rayburn , Braxton Sanford
Cutter/Drapers .. ..... .. .. ........... ....... ... Randy Blades, Eleanor Boozer,
Megan Brightwell , Freddy Clements , Briar Edwards
Stitchers ... .... ........... ... .............. .. Eleanor Boozer, Rainer Clements,
Jessica Collier, Samantha Drake, Briar Edwards,
Aaron Holcomb, Grayson Singleton , Kyndell Schmid ,
Alex Smith , Adaleigh Zaner, Kyndell Schmid , Skylee Vaughn
Paint Crew ........... ..... ....... ........ ........ .. .. ... .... ... ........... Nova Hamilton
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ELEANOR BOOZER (Miss
Prism) is elated to be taking
the stage tonight for her first
JSU show. Ellie is a fourth-year
production student specializing
in costume design . She was
the costume designer for
The Shakespeare Project's
production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream and was seen
recently playing the role of The
Narrator in Trifles for JSU 's
Scripted Studio series. She is
currently an intern for costumes
for CAST Kidz and Beyond
The Lights Theatre Company.
Ellie would like to thank her
wonderful fellow cast members
and the crew for making her
first show here so special and
fun . Please enjoy the show!
LEAH BUSSEY (Cecily) is
elated to be back on stage
with JSU's Theatre and
Film Department. Leah is a
sophomore at JSU who is
majoring in Drama with a focus
on Performance. Favorite
credits include : Harriet -Boy
Gets Girl (Jacksonville State
University) , Wendy - The Best
Laid Plants(JSU's Scripted
Studio Series) , and Daina
-The Backpocket Play (JSU's
Scripted Studio Series).
Leah also has the incredible
opportunity to perform with the
Party Palace of Alabama as
princesses for birthday parties.
A big thanks to the staff and
crew of Earnest for making
this show possible. Leah is
so grateful to her friends and
family for always supporting
her. A special shout out to her
big brother Daniel for teaching
her to dream big. "Be fearless
in the pursuit of what sets your

soul on fire" .
LOGAN CHANCE (Dr.
Chasuble) is a 21-year-old
freshly transferred student.
This is his first production here
at JSU , and he has absolutely
loved every second of it. Logan
would like to thank Carolyn for
the opportunity to be involved
with this production , and he
looks forward to the rest of his
time here at JSU.
SAMANTHA DRAKE (Lady
Bracknell) is a second year
performance major at JSU and
transferred to JSU from Wallace
State Community College. She
is 23 and from Hartselle, AL.
This is her first play since the
pandemic started and she is so
excited to be performing again!
Samantha would like to thank
her Mom , Dad , sisters, and
boyfriend for constantly running
lines with her and not getting
mad when she randomly starts
speaking in a British accent.
MASON LANGDALE
(Merriman) is 21 years old and
is a Film major at JSU. He is
also very honored to be a part
of the JSU theatre department
as well. He would like to thank
Carolyn for allowing him to play
Merriman in The Importance
of Being Earnest. This is the
first production of live theatre
Mason has ever been involved
with. He would like to also
thank his family and closest
friends for supporting him
with this and also his eager
endeavor to pursue acting and
filmmaking.
JAKE LEWIS (Algernon
Moncrieff) is excited to be
playing the role of Algernon

Moncrieff. He is honored to be
working on The Importance
of Being Earnest with his
fellow cast members. Jake is
a senior majoring in DramaPerformance. This will be his
seventh collegiate role in JSU's
Department of Theatre and
Film , his last being Mercer
Stevens in Boy Gets Girl last
Spring . He would like to thank
his family and friends for the
ongoing support and love they
give. He would also like to
thank the professors here in the
department for challenging him
everyday and believing in him.
TREVOR MCWILLIAMS
(Jack Worthing) is a senior
Drama Performance major at
Jacksonville State University.
Trevor has done many shows
with JSU including Once Upon
a Mattress and A Midsummer
Night's Dream with The
Shakespeare Project, and he is
excited to help bring live theatre
back to the stage at JSU.
CHRISTIAN WATTS (Lane)
is 22-years-old and a theatre
performance major here at
JSU. He's just having a blast
here at the university, and
he's excited to join the cast
of The Importance of Being
Earnest and working with our
hard working and talented
cast!!! Christian wants to
thank Carolyn for this amazing
opportunity to do this cool
project and thanks his parents
and friends for their support.
STANTON YARBORO
(Gwendolyn) is 18 years
old and a freshman theatre
performance major at JSU . She
is enjoying this experience so

much because of the amazing
and talented cast, directors,
and instructors around her. She
would like to thank her friends,
family, and professors for their
unending support, and thank
director Carolyn Conover for
this incredible opportunity.
JESSICA COLLIER (Costume
Designer) is ecstatic to codesign costumes alongside
Briar Edwards for JSU 's
production of The lmp[!rtar:,ce
of Being Earnest. Jessica 1s
a junior at Jacksonville State
University, with a major in
theatre production . She was
sound designer for The JSU 's
online production of The
Laramie Project, and scenic
designer for A Midsummer
Night's Dream with APO and
The Shakespeare Project.
BRIAR EDWARDS (Costume
Designer) is 21 -years-old
and a theatre production major
here at JSU. He has a focus
in costuming and is glad to be
designing his first show. Briar
wants to thank his family and
friends for their support.
GRAYSON SINGLETON
(Assistant Stage Manager)
is thankful to be working as
the Assistant Stage Manager
on The Importance of Being
Earnest. She is a sophomore
at Jacksonville State University
pursuing a degree in
Production. She has previously
been the Assistant Stage
Manager on JSU 's Boy Gets
Girl and A Midsummer Night's
Dream.
ADALEIGH ZANER (Assistant
Scenic Designer/Props
Head) is 19 years old and

a Production major here at
JSU. She's enjoyed this great
opportunity to be part of the
production team for The
Importance of Being Earnest,
and is excited to show the
community what they've been
working hard on! Addie wants
to thank her parents and her
grandparents for helping
her become the woman
she is today, and all the first
responders and teachers who
have put their own lives on hold
in order to help others in these
hard times.
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RANDY BLADES (Cutter/
Draper - Department Head
and Associate Professor of
Costume Technology) has built
costumes for theatres around
the country including the Atlanta
Opera, the Alliance Theatre ,
and the Utah Shakespeare
Festival. His designs have
appeared at Penn State,
Auburn University-Montgomery,
and the Maples Repertory
Theatre. His recent costume
c:fesign of The Normal Giant
appeared at the St. Louis
Fringe festival , The Fort
Lauderdale Fringe Festival ,
and The Hollins Playwright's
Lab. Costume Designs at JSU
include She Kills Monsters,
Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson,
Into the Woods, and Antigone.
Randy has an MFA from Penn
State in Costume Design , and
a BA from Jacksonville State in
Drama. Before coming to JSU ,

he was a faculty member at the
University of Central Florida.
DR. MICHAEL BOYNTON
(Associate Professor of Acting
and Movement) holds an MFA
from Wayne State University in
Acting ; an MFA from New York
University, Tisch School of the
Arts in Musical Theatre Writing ;
and a PhD from the University
of Maryland , College Park
in Theatre and Performance
Studies. He has worked
professionally as an actor with
national companies like the
Hilberry Repertory Theatre in
Detroit and the Chesapeake
Shakespeare Company in
Baltimore. His dramatic writing
has been produced nationally
and internationally and even
appeared on Broadway
in shows like the musical
Hairspray. In Alabama , Michael
has worked primarily as a
director in recent years-past
JSU directing credits include
An Enemy of the People,
The Tempest, Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson, Into the
Woods, The Seagull and She
Kills Monsters. Michael was
also the 2017-2018 recipient
of the ATHE/Kennedy Center
Prize for Innovative Teaching.
JASON BOZEMAN (General
Theatre Studies) is an
adjunct faculty member and
a proud 2003 graduate of the
Jacksonville State Drama
Department. He received his
Masters of Science in Theatre
for Educators from Florida State
University in 2012. He has
performed professionally for the
Birmingham Children 's Theatre
and directed and performed
in numerous community

and college theatres across
Alabama. He was the 2011
Wilson Scholar for the Alabama
Conference of Theatre and
served as State Chairperson
~f ACT's Secondary Division
1n_2018. He is currently the
Director of Theatre at Southside
High School. Jason is married
to his wife Tabitha and has 4
amazing children.

FREDDY CLEMENTS (Cutter/
Draper - Distinguished
Professor of Drama/Faculty
Costume Designer) is a
University. He holds a BA
from Emory & Henry College
and an MFA from Virginia
Commonwealth University.
He has designed costumes
for va~ious theaters including
Wayside Theatre in Middletown
VA, CPCC in Charlotte NC , The
Barter Theatre in Abington Va
and _Theatre In The Square in
Manetta, GA. On the University
!evel , ~e has taught courses
including costume design ,
costume construction , stage
make-up, and advanced stage
make-up. He is an experienced
cutter/draper and has extensive
~esearch and experience
1n early twentieth century
corsetry. He has also been
constructing authentic hand
tailored Scottish kilts since
1991 and led master classes for
the USITT Southeast Regional
The SouthEastern Theatre
'
Conference , and Dragon*con .
CAROLYN CONOVER
(Director - Assistant Professor
of Acting and Directing)
Joined the JSU Theatre and
Film faculty in fall 2020. She
teaches Acting , Directing , Voice
for the Stage, Play Analysis ,

and Intro to Theatre, directs
departmental productions,
and s~rves as the faculty
coordinator for the Scripted
S_
t udio . She most recently
directed the Spring 2020
production of Boy Gets Girl
by Rebecca Gilman . Carolyn
has been a professional actor
and dramaturg for almost 20
years . Her primary research
areas include improving and
expanding traditional theatre
pedagogy to make the creative
classroom a more inclusive
supportive , and consent-dri~en
environment for all types of
actors. Her first book, The
Introverted Actor came out
in 2020 and was 'nominated
for Outstanding Book of the
Year by The Association for
Theatre in Higher Education .
She is currently working
to_complete her Intimacy
Director Certification and is
collaborating on programming
to address issues of
bullying , discrimination and
microaggressions in th~atrical
training and educational
theatre. She has also written
and hosted three seasons
of Investigate the History, a
monthly podcast exploring the
mythology, folklore , and history
used in tabletop RPGs featured
on T_
he Critshow. Carolyn
received her MA in Drama
from Indiana State University
a~d ~er MFA in Acting from
M1ch1gan State University.

JOHN A. DAVIS (Technical
Director) is an Alabama
native, born in Birmingham.
He attended Troy University
and graduated from Auburn
University at Montgomery

with a Bachelor of Arts
in Communication . He
completed his Master of Fine
Arts in Technical Production
at Florida State University.
John has experience
in technical direction ,
management, and carpentry
with Utah Shakespeare Festival
and The Lost Colony, as well
as numerous stage credits
through union and other private
contracts. He is a member of
both the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees
(IATSE) and the United
States Institute for Theatre
Technology (USITT) . He is
passionate about the roles of
inter-departmental coordination
and collaboration in Theatre , as
well as forwarding an industrywide commitment to safety
and equality in employment
practices.
JENNIFER LUCK (Scenic
and Lighting Designer Assistant Professor of Scenic
and Lighting Design) an
Alabama native, has worked
as a designer across the
United States. Her credits
range from Assistant Lighting
Designer for Creflo Dollar's
Los Angeles Revival while in
graduate school to developing
new works with Title :Point, an
experimental theatre company
started in New York City with
friend and colleague Theresa
Buchheister. Over the course
of her career she has worked
for theatre companies in New
York , Wyoming , Kansas , South
Carolina, Tennessee , and
Alabama . A graduate of the
Scenography program at the
University of Kansas , Jennifer

has dabbled in all aspects of
theatrical design , as well as
technical direction . Her favorite
past projects include: Lighting/
Projection/Sound Design for
She Kills Monsters, Scenic
Design for MACBETH is the
New Black, Lighting Design
for The Woman in Black, and
Costume Design for Lysistrata.
Exploring design through
new technologies and new
works is of particular interest
as she finds it challenging
and rewarding to learn new
skills that can be utilized in
storytelling through theatre .
She enjoys working in a
variety of spaces and with new
collaborators , particularly her
students. Sharing her love and
passion for the art of theatre is
where she finds the most joy.
JEFFREY NICHOLS (Artist in
Residence - Film Technology)
has worked in the professional
film and television industry
for over 30 years. As founder
of Firstake Productions, his
client list includes Paramount
Pictures, Universal/MCA, Sony
pictures, Warner Brothers and
CBS Promotions. He currently
teaches Film and Entertainment
Technology courses while
maintaining his professional
experience in Los Angeles .
Jeffrey has successfully
helped JSU students obtain
professional film and broadcast
television employment in
Hollywood , CA, Atlanta , GA,
and Louisiana.
DR. ELLEN PECK (Stage
Manager - Professor of
Theatre History) teaches
theatre history, dramatic
literature, stage management,

and musical theatre history.
She recently published a
biography of lyricist-librettist
Aida Johnson Young for
Oxford University Press. She
has presented at several
national theatre conferences,
published articles in Studies
in Musical Theatre , and
was a Fulbright scholar in
Romania in 2016-17. Ellen has
worked as a freelance Stage
Manager around the United
States, including Michigan
Opera Theatre , Goodspeed
Musicals, Spoleto Festival
USA, and Utah Opera. She
has been a member of Actors
Equity Association (AEA)
since 2000. Ellen received her
BA in Theatre from Oakland
University, and MA and PhD in
Theatre from the University of
Illinois.
JAMES WATKINS (Assistant
Professor of Film) is the
producer of three independent
feature-length films and is

thrilled to be part of JSU 's
newly established film degree
program. He holds an MFA in
Film Producing and Directing
from Stony Brook Southampton
+ Killer Films, where he also
taught in 2019/20. His first
feature Big Fork premiered at
the Breckenridge Film Festival
in 2020. His follow up film , Tom
of Your Life, was picked up for
worldwide distribution and won
Best Narrative Feature Film in
Albuquerque. It also screened
at Dances With Films, Seattle
True Independent Film Festival ,
the DaVinci International
Film Festival , ARFF//Paris
International Film Festival ,
Cinequest, and the Burbank
International Film Festival,
where it was also nominated
for Best Picture. His third film ,
a mind-bending thriller called
The Girl in the Straw Hat is
premiering at the Bushwick
Film Festival this month .
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The Department of Theatre and Film would like to thank
the following for their support of this production:
JSU Department of Art and Design , Assistant Professor
Sarah Ellis, Dr. Staci Stone, JSU News, Dr. Deric
McNish
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BY TOMMY JAMERSON

FEBRUARY 18, 2022
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E~ILIE

ia MON/~ !Ju C ~
DEFENDS HER LIFE TONIGHT
- - B Y LAUREN GUNDERSON - -

APRIL 22-25, 2022

~ ANNUAL JSU.STUDENT
~ FILM FESTIVAL

APRIL 30, 2022
See the full schedule of our events, including the Scripted
Studio Series, at www.jsutheatrefilm.com.
Want to keep up with news and announcements such as
auditon dates? Follow us on social media! We are
@jsutheatrefilm on Facebook, lnstagram, and Twitter.

